Year
AUSTIN (S) AND/OR BANTAM (S) OR OTHER CLUB CARS PRESENTLY OWNED

Body Style
Body Number
Engine number
Frame Number if any

(over)

Condition

(When available, please enclose photo (s) of your car (s) for possible use in Rooster Tails)

Remarks of particular interest regarding ABS or the cars.

The Austin Bantam
Society

The Club
The Austin Bantam Society evolved from the Paciﬁc
Bantam Austin Club (PBAC) which was founded in
1969 to promote and stimulate interest in the restoration and preservation of American Austin and
Bantam vehicles. Its charter now includes pre-war
English Austins and derivative cars such as Dixi,
Rosengart and Datsun. Modiﬁed cars of these
marques are welcome too.
If you are, or think you might be interested in the
car hobby we in the ABS cordially invite you to
talk to us about Austins and Bantams and what
might be involved in restoring or preserving one.
Because they are small and employ very basic
mechanicals the time, space and money needed to
maintain one of these wonderful little cars is quite
modest compared with other makes. The rewards
are disproportionately huge however. No matter
what other cars are on display, when an Austin or
Bantam takes the ﬁeld, it steals the show.
ABS holds an annual trophy meet in October and
mini-meets all year ‘round, it boasts members in
almost every State and in twelve foreign countries. Members’ cars number almost 500, and we
take great pride and interest in both locating new
candidates for restoration and helping place them
with restorers. If you are serious about restoring
a car and making actual progress, you will ﬁnd the
ABS and its members bending over backwards to
help you.

THE AUSTIN 7. Like the Model T Ford and the later
Volkswagen, these English cars were the first to be
designed for the rising working and middle classes of
the late industrial revolution. Not only are the A7’s extremely important as passenger cars, they form the
very backbone of British racing history and design.

___________

The Cars
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Please make your check payable to the AUSTIN BANTAM SOCIETY and return with this form to:
Membership Chairman, Austin Bantam Society,1050 Trotter Drive, Twin Falls, ID 83301 (over)

THE BRC. Along with the original Austin 7, the jeep
justifiably makes everyone’s list as one of the 5 or 6
most important cars in the history of the world and is often considered the best all around vehicle ever made.
What is less well known is that it was conceived, designed, built and developed in Butler, Pennsylvania at
the Bantam factory. Although mass production of the
type was given to larger manufacturers, the first jeeps
to be commissioned into Army service were Bantams
and 2675 units were produced and delivered before
the attack on Pearl Harbor. These were the last motor
vehicles to emerge from the Bantam factory.

City_____________________________ State______ Zip or Postal Code_____________ Country_____________

MEMBERSHIP- Membership includes: a membership
card; a one year subscription to the Club’s publication
“Rooster Tails”; free advertising in this publication; an
annual roster of members; and a cordial invitation to
attend and participate in the Club’s year ‘round activities. Most of all it puts you on a first name basis
with some of the most knowledgeable and generous
car enthusiasts in the world, many of whom will lend
you assistance, advice, technical help and encouragement. As many of us have already found, the very
modest membership fee might be one of the best investments you ever make.

Address_________________________________Phone__________________Email_______________________

The Cheaney Longest Driving Distance Trophy may
be awarded as well as the A7 Shield for most miles
driven in an AB car in a year. Mostly however these
meets are looked forward to as a chance to catch up
with old friends and exchange news, parts and information about our great little cars.

AMERICAN BANTAM. Revitalized by Roy S. Evans,
a very successful Florida entrepreneur, the Company was renamed the American Bantam Car Company. Engineering legend Harry Miller was named Vice
President, and a modified engine and a new “streamline” Sakhnoffsky body update debuted in 1937. Although the engine was clearly derived from the A7 it
was different enough to escape licensing fees. Further
styling refinements were provided by Alex Tremulis. A
total of about 6700 cars and trucks were produced
until 1940 when civilian production ceased. America
was not ready for an economy car.

Other special awards include: Sweetheart Trophy (a
people’s choice award), most improved car trophy,
and longest distance traveled awards, as well as the
coveted de Sakhnoffsky Award for Excellence.

Name_________________________________________ Spouse’s Name________________________________

THE AMERICAN AUSTIN. As the American derivative of the English A7, the American Austin used a
licensed mirror image version of the A7 engine and
more Americanized coach work by Alexis de Sakhnoffsky. Promoted as America’s first economy car
over 20,000 units were produced in the Butler, Pennsylvania factory from 1930 through 1935. This figure
however fell far short of break even for the company,
launched as it was at the outset of the Great Depression and went into receivership in 1935.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Membership : $25.00 PER CALENDAR YEAR; OUTSIDE THE U.S. $30.00 (AIRMAIL)
(Ownership of an Austin/Bantam, etc. is not a prerequisite)

ANNUAL TROPHY MEET- Once a year, ABS holds an
annual “COME-AS-YOU-ARE” trophy meet and show
at which several classes of trophies are presented:
Best American Austin; Best American Bantam; Best
pre-war English Austin or derivative marque; Best
modified Austin or Bantam (including for instance both
modified AB cars and British A7 racing specials) and
Best of Show.

In addition to all pre-war Austins, licensed or modified sister cars such as Dixi, Swallow and Rosengart
as well as the modified competition cars are welcome
in the ABS. The first BMW (Dixi), The first Nissan
(Datsun) and the first Lotus (Series I-III) were all Austin derivatives or modifications.

----------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------

Our Club is internet friendly too! Visit us at austinbantamsociety.com. You can start right off by filling out the
attached form, or by downloading a membership form
or paying with PayPal at http://absociety.weebly.com/
membership.html. We have helped ABS members all
over the world in locating cars and parts, advising as
to authenticity and even walking them through complete restorations. We can do the same for you, wherever you are.

